
Greene County Planning Commission

Meeting Minutes

January 3, 2022
CALL TO ORDER

Mr. Kelly called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM.
ROLL CALL

The following were in attendance: Jim Goroncy, Clint Blaney, Jason Nicholson, Matt Cumberledge, Brian Sokol, Julie Gatrell, Greta Mooney, Larry Stratton and George Scull
The following were not in attendance: Jonna Knapik (Resigned) and Willie Golden 
Staff Present: Jeremy L. Kelly

Guests Present: 
REORGANIZATION

a. Election of Officers – Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Secretary (Nomination)
Mr. Kelly opened nominations for Chairman.  Ms. Gatrell was nominated, she accepted.  No other nominations were brought forward.  All were in favor.
Mr. Kelly opened nominations for Vice Chairman.  Mr. Cumberledge was nominated, he accepted.  No other nominations were brought forward.  All were in favor.

Mr. Kelly opened nominations for Secretary.  Mr. Stratton was nominated, he accepted.  No other nominations were brought forward.  All were in favor.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES – December 06, 2021
Mr. Nicholson made a motion to approve the December 06, 2021 meeting minutes with the correction that he did not second the motion to adjourn and it was seconded by Mr. Blaney.  All were in favor and the meeting minutes were approved.
PUBLIC DISCLOSURE: 

Ms. Gatrell read the following: 

This is a standard disclaimer.  If you have a conflict of interest on any particular item, you are duty bound to disclose it. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
N/A
PUBLIC COMMENT 
N/A

LAND DEVELOPMENT
II. LAND DEVELOPMENT- non at this time
III. OLD BUSINESS
a. Jefferson Borough Dollar General

Mr. Kelly noted that the Jefferson Borough Dollar General did get their approvals to move forward with their project.  Previously, they were given conditional final approval and they met the conditions laid out.  Mr. Scull asked what caused the project to be held up.  Mr. Kelly explained that the review of stormwater took a little longer than expected.  They were using standards and engineers from out of state that didn’t know the local regulations.  
b. Jefferson Township, Gatts Wood Products

Mr. Kelly explained that Gatts Wood Products would be resubmitting their project, due to changing their footprint.  This change in footprint would add to their project to the point where they will need to submit an NPDES permit and it will change their stormwater controls and calculations.  However, when they designed the stormwater pond they oversized it to handle a bigger footprint.  We should see something in the upcoming months.  
c. Planning Associate – Gabrielle Neubert: May 31st start date

Mr. Kelly explained that a request was put in for Gabrielle to “work from home” one or two days a week.  Her official start date will be on May 31st. 
IV. NEW BUSINESS
a. Resignation – Johnna Knapik 

Mr. Kelly noted that Ms. Knapik resigned due to multiple responsibilities at work making it difficult for her to attend meetings. 

b. Water and Sewage Inventory

i. Morris Township

ii. Center Township

iii. Wayne Township

Mr. Kelly explained that the three townships that were visited first would receive their portion of the study first.  
After a lengthy discussion by the board it was decided that providing service areas instead of specific “potential development sites” would be more beneficial in the long run.  This would serve to catalog developable sites in the county but by creating service areas it would create a flexibility in site specific developments. 
Discussion was also had in regards to the Nineveh sewage treatment plant and its sustainability.  They rely heavily on the coal industry to help with the maintenance and associated costs.  Mr. Kelly explained that they township has some money set aside for such an event, but not sure the amount.  

c. Annual Report

Mr. Kelly explained that the annual report is still in the works and will have it to everyone to review by the next meeting.  

i. Tax Abatement 

a. Current Approvals for 2022

Mr. Kelly handed out a breakdown of all tax abatement approvals for the new program that started January 01, 2022.  Two municipalities have not completed their tax abatements yet and are pending their January meeting.  As of right now there is a 91% approval for residential developments and 84% approval for commercial/ag and residential add-ons.    Mr. Kelly explained that it was common to have some townships not approve the commercial/agriculture.  Hopefully a full update will come at the next meeting for those that have approved the new program.  
b. Yearly Totals

Mr. Kelly handed out a breakdown of total tax abatements approved over the last 10 years.  There has been a significant drop in totals for the last two years.  
ii. Population Change (2010 – 2020)

Mr. Kelly handed out totals for the 2010 to 2020 census data with the changes in regards to population.  These population changes will be placed in the annual report.  

d. Kirby HOP Exchange

Mr. Kelly explained that a business is proposed by the Kirby exchange.  An existing driveway access was used prior to give access to a small business and a very small cemetery.  The proposed business that doesn’t have any buildings proposed a new access point for the cemetery however, the new access point showed a connection to the new business.  PennDOT is requesting proof of location of the ROW established for the exchange off ramp and proof that the business can no access the proposed cemetery access.  

e. Airport- year end reporting; water samples

Mr. Kelly explained that the airport reporting is due by the end of the month and hopes to have the water sample reports back before then to complete the reports.   An annual report is due as well as the semi-annual water sampling reports. 
f. County Breakdown of companies 

Mr. Kelly explained that SPC provides a break down of businesses in the county based off the NAICS.  All companies that register their business have codes that are assigned to their type of business.  The planning department broke them out into categories and how many businesses are in each township.  

g. GCPC Plan

Mr. Kelly handed out an updated “2022 plan”.  The plan included starting a “Historical Resources Plan” and a “Parks and recreation study”.  This will also be included in the 2021 report. 
V. CONSERVATION DISTRICT REPORT
VI. PLANNING DEPARTMENT REPORT

a. Lot Splits 
b. Tax Abatement 

VII. MEETINGS
VIII. ADJOURNMENT – NEXT MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR February 7, 2022
Mr. Cumberledge made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Blaney; all were in favor. 
MEETING MINUTES CERTIFICATION





We, the undersigned, agree that the minutes taken above were approved in their entirety by the Greene County Planning Commission on _________________, 2022.








Chairman, Greene County Planning Commission





Secretary, Greene County Planning Commission











